A Noiseless, Patient Spider

Commissioned by Head Royce School, Oakland California
for the Colla Voce choir, Robert Wells, director

Words by Ralph Waldo Emerson Music by itchell Covington (ASCAP)
Patiently J=72
fra - | 7 ‘ — — |
Soprano 1 [y > = ——— = S~
o o P g [ [ o
. v .
A noise - less_____ a noise -
,Q 'hlp 3M) \ — — 73 } \ — 73 3 }
Soprano 2 [l{ey > p— = s e ]
Q) i ava- [~) =i o @
f v . \—/
Noise - less, noise - less,
A pp
i - 1 - 1 - Hr i — i 1
Alo [Hey>—4 | | 01— |
D) s o e o
Noise - less,
H |
A3 - 1 - 1 - 1 - 1 - 1
Tenor (e — X i i i i |
\;SJ)} =x | | | | |
Bass |-)52—9 = | = | = | = | = |
L L =x | | | | 1
Patiently J=m2
#q | T T T | T T T T T |
[ o WL A | | | | | | | | | | | |
ANV 4 & 3 | I I | | I | | | | | |
PI) & 2] @ [ o 2] o o® [ I [ o
Piano
)b = = = = -
II',‘ I/

Walt Whitman (1819 — 1892) was an American poet, essayist and journalist. Often called the
father of free verse, Whitman is among the most influentia and controversiall American
poets.

"A Noiseless Patient Spider"” is a short poem by Walt Whitman, published in an 1891 edition
of Leaves of Grass. The poems of Leaves of Grass are loosely connected and each represents
Whitman's celebration of his philosophy of life and humanity. This book is notable for its
delight in sensual pleasures during a time when such candid displays were considered
immoral.

As he observes the efforts of a spider to spin its web, Whiman coments on the theme of
isolation in societym and humankind's efforts to find belonging in the universe and to secure
an anchor for the soul.
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mitchellcovingon-music.com Printed 4/5/2016
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