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A Noiseless, Patient Spider

Music by itchell Covington (ASCAP)

Music © 2015 by Mitchell Covington. All rights reserved.

mitchellcovingon-music.com

Commissioned by Head Royce School, Oakland California

for the Colla Voce choir, Robert Wells, director

Walt Whitman (1819 – 1892) was an American poet, essayist and journalist. Often called the 

father of free verse, Whitman is among the most influentia and controversiall American 

poets.

"A Noiseless Patient Spider" is a short poem by Walt Whitman, published in an 1891 edition 

of Leaves of Grass. The poems of Leaves of Grass are loosely connected and each represents 

Whitman's celebration of his philosophy of life and humanity. This book is notable for its 

delight in sensual pleasures during a time when such candid displays were considered 

immoral.

As he observes the efforts of a spider to spin its web, Whiman coments on the theme of 

isolation in societym and humankind's efforts to find belonging in the universe and to secure 

an anchor for the soul.
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œ œ œ
Cease less ly

œ œ œ
Cease less ly

œœœ œœœ œœœ
œœ œœ œœ

F

F

F

F

F

 q = 96

 q = 96

˙ œ
mus ing,

˙ œ
mus ing,

˙ œ
mus ing,

˙ œ
mus ing,

˙ œ
mus ing,

˙̇̇ œœœ
˙̇ œœ

- - - - - -

- - -

- - -

- - -

- - -

- - -

- - -

- - -

- - -
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bb

bb

b b

b b
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70 Œ œ> œ œ
ven tur ing,

Œ œ> œ œ
ven tur ing,

Œ œ> œ œ
ven tur ing,

Œ œ> œ œ
ven tur ing,

Œ œ> œ œ
ven tur ing,

70 Œ œœœ> œœœ œœœ
Œ œœ> œœ œœ

Jœ ‰ œ> œ œ œ-
throw ing,

jœ ‰ œ> œ œ œ-
throw ing,

jœ ‰ œ> œ œ œ-
throw ing,

Jœ ‰ œ> œ œ œ-
throw ing,

Jœ ‰ œ> œ œ œ-
throw ing,

jœœœ ‰ œœœ> œœœ œœœ œœœ-
Jœœ ‰ œœ> œœ œœ œœ-

poco rit.

poco rit.

poco rit.

poco rit.

poco rit.

poco rit.

∑

Ó œ
throw

Ó œ
throw

œ ˙
throw ing,

œ ˙
throw ing

Ó œ
œ ˙̇

a tempo

a tempo

a tempo

a tempo

a tempo

a tempo

Œ œ œœ œœ
throw ing,

.˙
ing,

.˙
ing,

.˙

.˙

Œ œ œœ œœ..˙̇
..˙̇

∑

Ó œ
throw

Ó œ
throw

œ ˙
throw ing,

œ ˙
throw ing

Ó œ
œ ˙̇

Œ œ œœ œœ
throw ing,

.˙
ing,

.˙
ing,

.˙

.˙

Œ œ œœ œœ..˙̇
..˙̇

- - -

- - -

- - -

- - -

- - - -

-

-

-

- -

-

-

-

-
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44

44

44

44

44

44

45

45

45

45

45

45
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S 1

S 2

A

T

B

76 ∑

Ó œ
throw

Ó œ
throw

œ ˙
throw ing,

œ ˙
throw ing,

76 Ó œ
œ ˙̇

Œ œ œœ œœ
throw ing,

.˙
ing,

.˙
ing,

.˙

.˙

Œ œ œœ œœ..˙̇
..˙̇

œ œ œ
seek ing the

œ œ œ
seek ing the

œ œ œ
seek ing the

œ œ œ
seek ing the

œ œn œ
seek ing the

œœœ œœœ œœœ
œœ œœn œœ

legato 

legato 

legato 

legato 

legato 

.œ Jœ œ
spheres to con

.œ jœ œ
spheres to con

.œ jœ œ
spheres to con

œ œ œ
spheres to con

œ œ œ
spheres to con

...œœœ jœœœ œœ
œœ œœ œœ

œ -̇ œ œ
nect them; Till the

œ -̇ œ œ
nect them; Till the

œ -̇ œ œ
nect them; Till the

œ -̇ œ œ
nect them; Till theœ -̇ œ œ
nect them; Till the

œœœ ˙˙̇- œœœ œœœ
œœ ˙˙- œœ œœ

-

-

-

-

-

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -
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45

45
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44

44
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81 -̇ œ œ œ œ
bridge you will need be

˙b - œ œ œ œ
bridge you will need be

-̇ œ œ œ œ
bridge you will need be

-̇ œ œ œ œ
bridge you will need be

-̇ œ œ œ œ
bridge you will need be

81 ˙˙̇b - œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ
˙̇- œœ œœ œœ œœ

.˙ œ œ
form'd, till the

.˙ œ œ
form'd, till the

.˙ œ œ
form'd, till the

.˙ œ œ
form'd, till the

.˙ œ œ
form'd till the

...˙˙˙ œœœ œœœ
..˙̇ œœ œœ

œb œ jœ œ jœ
duct ile* an chor hold,

œb œ jœ œ jœ
duct ile* an chor hold,

œ œ jœ œ jœ
duct ile* an chor hold,

œ œ Jœ œ Jœ
duct ile* an chor hold,

œ œ jœ œ Jœ
duct ile* an chor hold,

œœb œœœ jœœœ œœœ jœœœ
œœ œœ J

œœ œœ J
œœ

˙ Œ œ œ
till the

˙ Œ œ œ
till the

˙ Œ œ œ
till the

˙ Œ œ œ
till the

˙ Œ œ œ
till the

˙˙̇ Œ œœœ œœœ
˙̇ Œ œœ œœ

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -
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bb

bb

bb

b b

b b
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85

œb œ jœ œ jœ
duct ile an chor hold,

œb œ jœ œ jœ
duct ile an chor hold,

œ œ jœ œ jœ
duct ile an chor hold,

œ œ Jœ œ Jœ
duct ile an chor hold,

œ œ jœ œ jœ
duct ile an chor hold,

85

œœb œœœ jœœœ œœ jœœœœ
œœ œœ J

œœ œœ jœ

˙ Œ œ œ
Till the

˙ Œ œ œ
Till the

˙ Œ œ œ
Till the

˙ Œ œ œ
Till the

˙ Œ œ œ
Till the

˙˙˙˙ Œ œœœ œœœ
˙ Œ œ œ

œ œb œ œ œ
gos sa mer thread you

œ œ œ œ œb
gos sa mer thread you

œ œ œ œ œ
gos sa mer thread you

œb œ œ œ œ
gos sa mer thread you

œb œ œ œ œ
gos sa mer thread you

œœœ œœœb œœœ œœœ œœœ
œb œ œœ œœ œœ

œ- Œ ˙
fling catch

œ- Œ Ó
fling

œb - Œ Ó
fling

œ- Œ Ó
fling

œ- Œ Ó
fling

œœœœb - Œ ˙

œ- Œ Ó

P
- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -
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Ductile: Capable of being pulled or stretched 
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89 w

w
ccatch

w
catch,

w
catch,

w
catch,

89 wwww

w

P

P

P

P

œ ˙
some where,

œ ˙
some where,

∑

∑

∑

œ ˙

∑

œ ˙
some where,

.˙

∑

∑

∑

œ ˙.˙

∑

œ ˙
some where,

œ ˙
some where,

Ó œÓ .
catch  some -  where,           some  -  where

∑

∑
Ó œœ ˙˙

∑

P

∑

œ ˙
some where,

œ ˙Ó œ
catch

∑

∑

œœ ˙̇

∑

P

Ó œ
catch

œ ˙
some where,

œ ˙œ ˙
somewhere

∑

∑
Ó œœœœ ˙̇̇

∑
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- - - -
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95 œ ˙
some

œ ˙
some where,

œ ˙
some where,

œ ˙n
some where,

∑
95 œ ˙œœ ˙̇

œ ˙n

P

.˙
where,

œ ˙
some where,

œ ˙
some where,

œ ˙
some where

∑

.œ̇ ˙
œ ˙

w
O

w
O

˙ ˙
O

w
O

w
O

ww˙ ˙
ww

rit. al fine

F

F

rit. al fine

rit. al fine

rit. al fine

rit. al fine

rit. al fineF

w
my

w
my

œ .˙n
my

˙ ˙A
my

w
my

wwœ .˙n
˙ ˙Aw

.wU
soul!

˙
U

w#U
soul!

.wn
soul!

.w
soul!

.w
soul!

..wwn ˙ wb

.w .w
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