Fire-Flowers

SSAA and Piano
Mitchell Covington
Text by Pauline Johnson Tekahionwake

Dedicated to the victims of the
Northern and Southern California wildfires,
October-December 2017

Pauline Johnson Tekahionwake was born in 1861 on the Six Nations Reserve near
the Grand River, in present-day Ontario. As her Mohawk name, Tekahionwake
indicates, Johnson’s life was heavily influenced by her mixed-race identity as Iroquois
Indian and British. Her father was of Mohawk and European descent.

Although she lived in an age of institutional racism, Johnson was taught to appreciate

and respect her Mohawk ancestry. She understood the Mohawk language, having been
told many stories by her paternal grandfather, Chief John Smoke Johnson, whose own
dramatic talents inspired her work as a poet.

Fire Flowers

In California and elsewhere there exist several remarkable species of flower which
only germinate after a wildfire. Their seeds can remain dormant for over a century.
Intense heat and smoke in the air trigger the seeds to come back to life and soon the
scorched chaparral is covered with crimson, lavender, yellow, orange and blue
wildflowers. Two examples of California fire-flowers are the Fire Poppy and the
Baker’s Globe.



Fire-Flowers

Dedicated to the victims of the
Northern and Southern California wildfires,

October-December 2017

Mitchell Covington

Pauline Johnson Tekahionwake (b. 1861)
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